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HE SOUTH GATE! 
JENKINS, THAT'S 
YOUR SECTOR... 
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WHAT'S GOING ON 
OUT THERE 2 


8U7 NO DOOR CAN STOP THS 


AT THE FACTORYS MAIN 
ENTRANCE, THE DOORS 


THE FIGURE SPEAKS NOT 
A WORD, BUT WHEN HE POINTS 


BACK TOWARD THE OPEN 


JENKINS... 


ARE LOCKED FOR THE 


GATE, BOTH GUARD ANP BEAST 
OBEDIENTLY SLINK AWAY... 
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-e(lE MAN HE 
SULLA (AE 


NOW SHALL Wil 
HAVE Bis 


THE SECOND 
GUARD DOES ee. 
HIS BEST TO ‘ 
REPEL THE 

INTRUDER -- 


--BUT BULLETS 
MEAN NOTHING 
7O A MAN WHO 


AN WALK 
THROUGH WALLS! 


ih 
$33 \ 
@ fig A Stam Lee PRESENTATION By: 


ROGER STERN 
PLOTTER & SCRIPTER 


JOHN ROMITA JR.6 DAN GREEN 
ARTISTS 


JOE ROSEN BoB SHAREN 
LETTERER COLORIST 


=} TOM DEFALCO JIM SHOOTER 
EOITOR THE LIGHT OF TRUTH 


indicia are trademarks of Marvel Characters, Inc. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with 
those of any living or dead person or institution is intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental. WWW.MARVEL.COM 


I WILL ALLOW 
YOU ALL TO 

LIVE, IF YOU 
FLEE NOW/ 


STUMBLING TO THE 
FLOOR, THE TERRIFIED 
SENTRY BLINKS /N 
DISBELIEF AS 
THE GLOWING 
MAN BECOMES 
A PULSING 


BALL OF 
LIGHTS 
MY 


GET 
EVERYONE 
OUT. 


WITH_YOU, vi 
UNDERLING... Vie | 
FELLOWS! ahi —_ 
Ul LEVEL THIS 
% | am ! PLACE / 
\ ICN, agi Tin = | 
i 3 ae | Un B 
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BT EVACU-ALARM Mea 
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- =| WV LESS THAN A MINUTE, THE 
y-> 1 THINK HE = ME SMALL CREW OF GUARDS /5 
CAN DO IT! ' een ae gee OUT OF THE COMPLEX. 
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WHILE, DEEP INSIDE... /, 
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ea | 
—————— 


== Bre 


—— | 


My | 


Me A 
RAT 


LISTEN... 


AT THAT MOMENT, ON THE 

SEVENTEENTH FLOOR OF 

A MIPTOWN MANHATTAN 
SKYSCRAPER -- 
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Unf K 
a ey 
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CAUGHT IN 
THERE'D BE 
AS GOOD 
AS DEAD! 


THIS IS ONLY 
THE BEGINNING, 


LITTLE MEN... da 


THAT'S (7, 
PARKER 2 


THAT'S ALL 


OF ‘EMS 


I WAS HOPING YOU'D CAUGHT some F& 
SHOTS OF THE BRAND CORPORATION 
NG DOWN 


. DE 


/ T'D HAVE SWORN 
\. THEY SHOT FIRST 


SORRY TO DISAPPOINT 
YOU, URICH. 


7 HAPPENED LAST (ISSUE, REMEMBER ? 


Y 3 
AT LEAST YOU GOT Y I'M LUCKY 
SOME CRIME PIX |THE PHOTOS CS THE THICK OF THINGS 
OUT OF THE DEAL. ARE AS CLEAR AS SPIDER-MAN ! 
YA OUGHTTA AS THEY ARE... bs > 
WATCH YOUR CONSIDERING UH..-I'LL TRY TO 
FOCUS THOLIGH, THEY WERE CHECK MY F-STOPS 
; TAKEN WITH MY BETTER, BEN! 
AUTOMATIC THANKS. 
CAMERA-- 


ALL I GOT WERE PIX OF 
SPIDER-MAN SAVING NORTON 
FROM THE TARANTULA. 
DON’T 
MENTION {T, 
PARKER! SEE 


HAD THE GUT 


FEELING THAT 


BUT WITHOUT 
PROOF...WELL... 


\ee: KOSHER, 


GOT 
MINUTE 2 
| > 
f L SUPPOSE 
- SO, PETER-- 


GOOD STUFF, YEAH, AND NORTON'S IN A COMA AT 
BELLEVUE! I KNOW HE HAD INFORMA- 
TION THAT YOU AND NED LEEDS 4 
NEEDED. .-.- 


--YOU HAVE 


ANY THING afels 


ys . PETER--(F A 
ROBERTSON TRIFLE OUT-OF- 
Focus! TOO BAD 


MANAGING 
THE TARANTULA 


EDITOR 


iN 
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JUST SOME PIX THAT'LL 
KNOCK YOUR SOCKS OFFS 


MOMENTS LATER, AFTER THE PHOTOS HAVE 
BEEN SENT TO THE COMPOSING ROOM..- 


.-- JUST WHAT /S THE SCOOP 
ON THAT? I MEAN, TIGHTWAD 
JAMESON OFFERED A $1500 
BONUS TO ANY OF US WHO 
COULD DELIVER NORTON 


COPIES 


ROBBIE! 


6 A) 25¢ EAU 
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SOMEBODY JUST 
BLEW YOU-KNOW- 
WHO'S BRANCH TO 
KINGDOM COME. 


I AGREE! WE'LL DISCUSS 
THIS IN MY OFFICE! 


GO ON WITHOUT 
ME, HONEY! THIS 
COULD TAKE AWHILE! J 


SSIGHZ LOOKS LIKE IT'S 
GOING TO BE ANOTHER 
ONE OF THOSE NIGHTS! 


i? 
YOU AND NED \A 
AREN'T STILL y 
HAVING PROBLEMS 


BUT I y 
SOMETIMES 
THINK THAT 7 


YOU ARE 
PETER PARKER, 
AREN'T YOU? 


THAT'S..-AH-..VERY 
FLATTERING, MISS/ 
BUT.--UH... I HAVE 


WELL, JUST HANG 
TOUGH, BETTS! THE 
STORY CAN'T LAST 


LIKE THIS, 
HANDSOME! 


i 
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LLL TRY TO 
REMEMBER 
THAT, PETER. 
GOOD NIGHT! 


AND THIS BIG, 
TOP-SECRET STORY 
OF THEIRS ISN'T 

HELPING THINGS! You 
KNOW, NED WON'T 
EVEN TELL 
ME WHAT ITS 
ALL ABOUT ! 


IM AMY POWELL, 
AND I'VE ADMIRED 
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY 
FOR AGES! I'D 
LOVE TO GET 
TO KNOW YOU 
BETTER! 


Yy 


YOU HAVE? 
YOU WOULD? 


WELL, THAT REACTION WAS 
A SURPRISE! THIS COULD BE 
QUITE A CHALLENGE ! 

iA © 


PERHAPS, IF I TAKE 

ANOTHER ELEVATOR, 

I CAN HEAD HIM OFF 
DOWNSTAIRS ! 


.--BUT I'VE 
BEEN WAITING 
AROUND JUS 


BUT, AS THE LADY 
TURNS AWAY, SHE 
FAILS TO NOTICE 


ELEVATOR /S 
HEADED UPS 


SHORTLY, ON THE 4674 FLOOR... 


JUST LOOKING 
MENACE! FOR THE NEAREST 
WHAT WERE EXIT! 


YOU DOING IN 


AH, THERE'S 
NOTHING 
QUITE LIKE 
A GOOD $20 
HAVANA! 


WHAT'S NEW, 


BRUSHTOP 2 


TOODLE-00,5.I.! 
DON'TCHA GO 
PUBLISHING ANY 
BAAAD OL stories! 


YOu CAN'T 
FOOL ME! L 
KNOW YOU'RE 
UP TO NO 
Goop! 


IT'LL HAVE EVERY 
INCH OF THAT. ELE- 
VATOR CHECKED FOR 

SABOTAGE! T'LL CALL 
OUT THE BOMB SQUAD-- 


LL yy yy 


WELL,WELL ! J. JONAH 
JAMESON, AS T LIVE 
AND BREATHE! 
_—$—$— 
~~ | 7 


MY PRIVATE 
ELEVATOR? 


--THE F.8.1./ THE 
MARINES! TILL... 
TILL... OM, WO! 
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> NGTHING LIKE RAZZ- 
—- (ING OL’ JAMESON AND 
=a N TAKING A SWING 
AROUND TOWN TO 
i | CLEAR MY HEAD! 


WHY DID I GIVE THAT FINE-LOOKIN’ LADY 
THE COLD SHOULDER? (T'S NOT EVERY DAY 
A CUTIE LIKE HER EXPRESSES INTEREST 

IN PLAIN OL’ PETER PARKER! 


MNES BATE CO TURNING. | THAROLY KNEW HER, BUT SHE| | 10 BETTER Stop IT BE-3] | DANDY! 1 HAVEN'T 


ATTRACTED ME LIKE NOBODY FORE I GET TOTALLY EATEN ALL DAY, 
HAS SINCE MARY JANE MAUDLIN ! AND THE FRIDGE 
WATSON...OR GWEN! > 1S PRACTICALLY 
= MAYBE A SPOT EMPTY! 
IN SOME WAYS OF DINNER WILL 
SHE REMINDED CHEER ME UP! 
ME_OF BOTH 
OF THEM! 


ik 


WHAT‘S WRONG 
WITH ME LATELY? 


® 5 
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Hf Guess 1m 4 
STILL HUNG 
UP OVER THE 
DEATH OF THE 
BLACK CAT! 


YEAH, BUT IT NEVER 
WOULD’ HAVE WORKED — 
OUT. SHE COULD NEVER RY 
HAVE GIVEN UP HER sa 
LIFE OF CRIME! y eo lg 
<> 


a ihe a Peete oor e ot AGAIN 
UNDS LIK | 1 
OF AN OLD CAGNEY Movie! J| = MAYBE NOT! 


ALL RIGHT! HELLO, OH... MISTER -- AND I WAS WONDERING IF YOU 
LM COMING! NEIGHBOR! PINCUS! WHAT COULD USE A NICE BRISKET, A DOZEN 
Z| <j CAN I DO FOR EGGS, AND HALF A BOSTON CREAM PIE? 
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NS" 2 L W 
WELL,I'M TELLING YOU, = 
I'M IN THE MIDDLE OF . AND, WHILE PETER PARKER 
DEFROSTING MY REFRIGERATOR-- CONTEMPLATES D/NNER -- 
-- ELSEWHERE /N THE CITY, THE KILLER KNOWN 
AS TARANTULA PONDERS HIS RECENT DEFEAT... 
---7HROUGH 


q A FOG OF 
ara sa 


DIOS! HALF OF MY RIBS 

MUST BE CRACKED! I 

SADLY UNDERESTIMATED 
SPIDER-MAN! 


NO NEED FOR THE GUN, 
TARANTULA! “MR, SMITH" 
SENT US! 


DOCTOR, YOU'D 
DOUBT! 4 BETTER ATTEND 


TO HIM! 


ee SPIDER-MAN HAS 
i <a BEEN SOMETHING OF 
c—— | A PROBLEM! HOW 
MY APOLOGIES, I... REGRET MY WOULD YOU LIKE LIS TO 
ENOR...OLD HABITS FAILURE TO KILL NOSE 
DIEHARD! =A NORTON, SENOR. 


Ve 


HELP YOU ELIMIN 
. HIM 

sOwws You 

THINK YOU 

CAN GIVE ME 

THE POWER 


MORNING BRINGS AN LNCOMMOMLY CLEAR AND PLEASANT 
DAY TO MANHATTAN... 
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AH, THE MORNIN ; BUT FIRST, LETS 
PAPER-- RIGHT fi 
ON TIME / i PHOTOS PRINTED... 
: @ 
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“AT 5: 4S PM EST, THE BOSTON RESEARCH FACILITY 
OF THE BRAND CORPORATION WAS LEVELED BY 
AN EXPLOSION OF DEVASTATING FORCE...” 


‘ SOMETHINGS 
ps fF Beane, Sur 
PY THIS MUST BE ; y 
WHAT LEEDS WAS I'VE KNOWN », °] 
$0 ExciTep ABOUT )) YY ‘ /) 
A Rie LAST NIGHT. l ) i 
‘ c) << > Y 
THE BRAND CORPORATION, EH? THAT . 
NAME KEEPS POPPING UP, EVERY 
TIME I TURN OVER A ROCK THESE DAYS! 


“SHRIKE HAD KIDNAPPED JAMESON'S “THAT'S 
LADY-- DR. MARLA MADISON -- AND WHERE I 
FOUND OUT 

THAT SHRIKEY 


alana oP te ee BRAND 
ae PCANT | ER é 
= \ HAD WORKED 
FOR A BRAND 
| ~ BIGWIG NAMED 
JAMES MELVIN... 
A A GUY WHO WAS 
S v NONE TOO HAPPY 
ie \S TO SEE US! 
if , : \ Y 
FZ Ip es 


“MELVIN SICCED 
A SMALL ARMY ON 
ME, BUT THAT 
DIDN'T GIVE ME 
TOO MUCH TROUBLE! 


-- EVER SINCE 
MY LAST RUN-IN 
WITH ALLER 

SHRIKE! 


“THE CRAZY 
THING WAS THAT 
SHRIKE HADN'T REALLY 
WANTED TO SNATCH OR, 
MADISON -- 


= 
AO PFI 
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“-- HIS BATTLE- 
SUIT HAD BEEN 
TAKEN OVER BY THE ‘4 
MYSTERIOUS W/LL- 
O°-THE-W/SP/ THE 
DOC AND I MANAGED 
TO PULL THE 
WISP BACK 
TOGETHER... 


SSSsv 
“ ., BUT THEN 

HE MESMERIZED 
DR. MADISON 
WITH THAT WEIRD 
LIGHT OF HIS, 
AND BLEW THE 
FACTORY SkKy- 

HIGH / 9" 


ig 
; 
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AS FAR AS I KNOW, DOC SLIPPING INTO HIS STREET CLOTHES, PETER ONCE AGAIN ENTERS THE HALLS OF 
MADISON HAS ONLY THE EMAIRE STATE UNIVERSITY! SS 
4 TH(S BRAND THING |S MORE OF A PUZZLE 


VAGUEST MEMORIES OF 
THAT NIGHT! OTHERWISE, THAN MOST OF MY LAB WORK! IF 1 COULD 


I MIGHT BE A BIG HERO ©: FIGURE OUT WHAT'S GOING ON -- 
IN HER EYES! y SoS= 


= 

FUNNY THING... THE 
WISP CLAIMED TO 
HAVE GOTTEN His 
POWERS IN THE PLANT 
HE DESTROYED! AND 
NOW, ANOTHER BRAND 
FACTORY HAS GONE 

UP IN FLAMES! 


--I KNOW I COULD CONCENTRATE BETTER 
ON MAY STUDIES / HOW IS THE QUESTION! 
I CAN'T JUST BARGE INTO A BRAND OFFICE 
AND START ASKING QUESTIONS. 


EY, 

PARTNER! 
HOLD ON SE, ‘MORNING, 

FOR & ( ROG! WHAT'S 
HOCHBERG! MN THE GOOD 
SOUNDS 
LIKE MORE 
OF THE 
WisP’sS 
HANDINVORK 


WELL, I’/VE TABULATED THE DATA GREAT! STICK WITH ME, 
ON OUR LAST EXPERIMENT, AND HOCH, AND WE'LL MAKE 
ALL THE RESULTS WERE Positive-- BA BIO-PHYSICS HISTORY.’ 
JUST LIKE YOU'D PREDICTED! 


/ I'D SETTLE FOR A LUCRATIVE CONSULT- 
ING JOB AT SOME PLACE LIKE CTE OR 
BRAND! SPEAKING OF BRAND, DID YOU 
HEAR ABOUT THE BIG BOSTON 

A EXPLOSION 


HUH 2/2 WHAT HOCHBERG, YOU'RE A WALKING, 
INTERN TALKING GODSEND! 


PROGRAM? , 
, I AM2 HEY, WHERE'RE 
BD YOU GOING? 


Tn Cn 


eeeces 


TO SEE A x 
MAN ABOUT 
AN INTERVIEW! 


LATER THAT AFTERNOON, AT THE SPRAWLING BRAND COMPLEX /N JAMAICA, QUEENS -- 


i ain | 


= cs 


rd e aS 2 : : =. = « > he 
IM --PETER PARKER ARRIVES, AND |i gila SA, ae - : we aany, 
“| BEGINS TO HAVE SECOND : ss 2 E : A 
THOUGHTS. 
MAN, I'VE NEVER 


(TS BIGGER THAN I'D 


{|| WHERE..-AND [T'S EASIER TO SEEN SO MANY : 

HTT HERE... AND (T'S EASIER TO 
this comeex con Sl WALK IN AS A GRAD STUDENT, GUARDS ! , 
LATENT CORRUPTION Tee Os SUC EE NON i » 
COULD TAKE WEEKS! WY NAMES PARKER! w"G : 

I CALLED ABOUT ' i ; 
AN INTERVIEW? sis 
=== ; ps 

‘ 4 ki 


Ou, YES! 
eRe AND Neborr 
2 i | I KNOW BRAND DOES A LOT OF TOP- 
i cdiiesaiaaadae SECRET GOVERNMENT WORK, BUT 
THERE'S A SMALL ARMY IN THE 
RECEPTION AREA ALONE! 


I'D HAD HOPES OF BUT THAT'S E———¢ _ HELLO! T RecoGuize 
SNOOPING AROUND AND )| STARTING To Cy THAT PAUNCHY PROFILE... 
FINDING SOMETHING-- LOOK NEXT TO 
ANYTHING--THAT WOULD )| IMPOSSIBLE! 
GET ME TO THE BOTTOM 

OF THIS MESS / 


“AT'S JAMES 
MELVIN! (F HE'S 
STILL ON THE PAY- 
ROLL HERE, THEN 
THERE HAS To BE 
SOME DIRTY 
WORK GOING 
DOWN IN CLOSE 
PROXIMITY!" 


AND MELVIN 
SHOULD LEAD ME 
RIGHT To IT! 

ES 


AH, YES.--L 
THOUGHT LI HAD 
A SPIDER-TRACER 
IN THAT POCKET! 


(F I CAN PLANT IT ON 
HIM, T/LL BE ABLE TO 
FOLLOW HIM ANYWHERE! 
LET'S SEE, HE'S ABOUT 
THIRTY FEET AWAY, 
WHICH MEANS I 
NEED TO LOB 

(T LIKE-- 


AND I HAVE 
A PRETTY GOOD 
(DEA WHERE L 
CAN GO TO GAIN 
ENTRY! 


-- SO/RIGHT IN THE 
OLD CORNER POCKET! 
OKAY, MELVIN... (TS 
ALL UP TO YOU NOw/ 


NUTS! (T 
FIGURES THAT 
HE'D HANG OUT 

IN A HIGH 
SECURITY ZONE! 
HOW DO I TAIL 

HIM NOW? 


HIGH SECURITY; 
NO TRESPAGBING:!! = 
bs = 
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WON'T TIP OFF 
7] NY GUARDS (F 
I TAG ALONG 
THROUGH THE 
DUCT-WoRK ! 
HEY, THE PLACE IS DESERTED! THIS'LL 
Px, NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN / 


IN HERE, WHERE JUST ANYONE 
CAN FINO THEM! ox 


SO, |T'S BEST THA 
QUICK- CHANGE 


@ 


@ 
---ABOVE THE SUSPENDED CEILING! # 


THEN, AFTER SLIPPING THE CEILING LETS SEE... WEB-SHOOTERS ARE 
TILE BACK INTO PLACE... 


.-- LOOKS LIKE I'M ALL SET! 
LOADED WITH FRESH CARTRIDGES 
OF WEB-FLUID... AND THERE'S A 
AH, THERE'S MY 
GATEWAY TO THE 


TIME TO 
NEW ROLL OF FILM _IN MY BELT’S 
MINI-CAMERA..« 

AIR DUCTS, 


i 
SEE WHAT 
KINO OF DIRT I CAN 


Gu 
au P 


YE-E-EAH! THE OL’ SPIDER-SENSE IS 

PICKING UP THE FAINT ELECTRICAL 

IMPULSES FROM THE TRACER I 
PLANTED ON MELVIN! 


L JUST HAVE 

TO GO WHERE THE 
SENSORY “BUZZ"15 
MOST INTENSE, AND 
I'LL FIND MY MAN! 


SHORTLY...» .. BUT WAAT A DEAD END! 


SS OOONLY THING... - THERES AH, SPEAK OF 
THAT'S ONE OF THE MOST 4___( NOBODY HERE BUT THAT THE DEVIL--! 
SOPHISTICATED LAB SET-UPS =e GUY IN THE LAB COAT! _J 
I'VE EVER SEEN! TL WHERE'S MELVIN Z 
= C) 


Align 
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I 
Sint 


FENTON 2 


ALL SYSTEMS GO, OUR PREVIOUS YOu'RE RIGHT, DON'T WORRY, 
MR. MELVIN! I AM SUPER-OPERATIVES ¥ I suPPOSE ! DOCTOR! IF HE 
A LITTLE UNEASY, } PRO HAVE BEEN IN- BUT WHAT ABOUT SHOWS HIS 
CARCERATED/ THIS WILL-O-THE- FACE AROUND 
WE DESPERATELY WISP PERSON 2 HERE, HELL 
NEED A NEW HE APPARENTLY 
AGENT! SURVIVED THE 
cS 
WELL, 
THAT SOUNDS 
OMINOUS -- 


-- AND HE 
SEEMS TO STRIKE 
AT OUR COVERT 
OPERATIONS 
UNDERSTANDABLE, FENTON, CENTERS! IF HE 
BUT WE HAVE NO CHOIGE! SHOULD COME HERE--! 


-- BUT IT ALSO SOUNDS - SOUNDS 
LIKE L'VE HIT PAY DiRT! KIND OF FAR- 
Co 


FETCHED-- "o> BUT ALL THAT GEAR ISN'T FOR 
MELVIN MUST —_——_ @ A SHOW! JAMESON OUGHT TO PAY 
MANUFACTURE HIS ©] @ \] PLENTY FOR 7HESE Pix! THEY'RE 
fe TS ORDER! veal =: EVEN IN Focus!” 


RY 


ne = SUBJECT HAS Vv 


gf Rey i Be ARRIVED! HAVE 
A TARAV TOA YT THE PRELIMINARY 
SO HE'S TIED IN 
WITH BRAND! 
co 


\\ 
S 
Ns 


YES, SIR! BUT I REALLY 
MUST PROTEST THE HASTE 
OF THIS SPECIAL POWERS 
TREATMENT ! 


THE TARANTULA'S RIBS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO 
FULLY HEAL FIRST! THE PAIN OF THE POWER TRANSFER-- ! 


BAH, THERE 15 NO NEED \ 

TO WAIT! THE TARANTULA 

HAS WITHSTOOD GREAT 
PAIN MANY TIMES! 


GIVE ME THE POWER, 
AND I SHALL BE YOUR 
GREATEST AGENT! 


HAS NOT BEEN FULLY TESTED! 


.. BUT REMEMBER, THE REPLICANT SPIDER- SERUM 


ae | yy 
IT 16 aBsoLuTety eee eal 
VITAL THAT HE RECEIVE 
THE PROPER OXYGEN - 
NITROGEN MIXTURE 
WHILE IN THE 
ELECTROLYTE 


SURE THAT 
LIFE-SUPPORT 
HARNESS (S 

SECURELY 
FASTENEO, 
DoBBSs! 


YES, I 

BELIEVE 

YOU SHALL! 
> 


PROCEED, 
DOCTOR, 


Y CHECK! OTHERWISE WE'D 
GET A DEAD TARANTULA 
A INSTEAD OF A SECOND 


SPIDER-MAN! —_<@iltent 


wT 
HC) 


DO THEY HONESTLY THINK 

THEY CAN SOUP-UP TARAN- 

TULA WITH POWERS LIKE 
MINE 2! | 


‘t= 
mat T THINK THEY j 
i DO! WHO KNOWS... 
r| R AAAYBE THEY CAN ! JOR SCN 


E lala 


HEY, LARD-BUCKET! 
THAT'S NOT THE WAY TO 
A MAKE A SPIDER-MAN ! 
> 


Ez 


I OUGHTTA 
KNOW! 


NX) 


<=sN 


OH, IT WAS/ IT 
WAS MUFFLED ! 


EH? MY SPIDER-SENSE 
\S BUZZING DOUBLE- 
TIME... FEELS LIKE 
SOMETHING'S COMING 
IN FROM HIGH AND 
OUTSIDE ! 


WHAT WAS 
THAT, MR. MELVIN? 
YOUR VOICE 
SOUNDED 
MUFFLED! 


Security! 
CODE RED! 


HEY, MELVIN, YOU 
CALL TH/S “SECURITY "? 
THEY'RE NO FUN.. 


--- THEY 
FALL RIGHT 
over! 


iA 

BY THE BY, I HOPE MY 
WEBBING UP YOUR DOOR 
DOESN'T ANNOY YOU! (T'S 
JUST THAT I'D LIKE TO KEEP 
THIS A PRIVATE PARTY ! 


ALL OF THESE DEEP IN THE ELECTROLYTIC 
INFERNAL DEVICES BATH, TARANTULA 1S BUF- 
MUST BE FETED BY A SERIES OF 
DESTROYED! SUDDEN POWER DISCHARGES... 
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DO NOT TRY TO STOP ME, LOOK, THERE'S MORE GOING ON 
SPIDER-MAN! EVERYTHING A HERE THAN YOU REALIZE! I DON'T 
MUST BE RAZED! ANN WANT TO FIGHT YOU, BUT IF YOU 


WON'T LISTEN-- ! 


NUTS! T CAN'T 

STOP HIM THIS WAY-- 
NOT AS LONG AS 

HE CAN DIFFUSE 

HIS MOLECULES! WHAT 
A WEIRD POWER! 


TO ABOUT THIS 
DEN OF THIEVES! 


--I WAS JUST 
BARELY ABLE TO 
ROLL WITH THAT 

FASTER PUNCH! 

THAN EveR! 

EVEN WITH 

MY SPIDER- 

SENSE EARLY- 

WARNING-- (~) 


BUT WISPY 
C DOESN'T 
KNOW THAT! 
HE DOESN'T 
KNOW I CAN 
SENSE HIM 
COMING 
AROUND FOR 
ANOTHER 
SHOT! 


—— 


en 
mesaay 
NOC 


I HAVE TO BE 

READY TO HIT 

BACK AT THAT 
PRECISE 
INSTANT! 


| 
9 | 
os y 


ze NI 774 \ 
Fail hi 


~ THAT HE'LL COME FLYING OUT '-@ 
x AT ME ANY SECOND! sn 4 
= — | HAVE TO CONCENTRATE... 
¥ BUT HE'LL HAVE TO TURN SOLID} IGNORE EVERYTHING BUT 
LONG ENOUGH TO HIT ME! x | MY SPIDER- SENSE... 


MY PUNCH 
AS MUCH 


os 


O- 
GETHER, WISP! WE HAVE 
TO BE READY TO MOVE 
FAST! 


AG PULLED HiS PUNCH “2! ' HERE YOU ARE,SIR! IF (T DOESN'T, Pe 
THAT (DIOT!! > HEADS WILL f wi 
> olet ROLL! fj PULL YOURSELF T 
@ v ZEEE 
e 33 a 4 Y 2 \ Fi“ 
. WY, y / 3 Yi 


77 FENTON... 
/ BREAK OUT THAT T.-- ARE 
( MAGNO-PULSER, YOU SURE 
SON THE DOUBLE / IT'LL WORK2 


N 122 \ y ve0 rene F Youve pone 
wos THAT CRAZY, MIXED-UP GU 
Zw SS ANY PERMANENT HARM-- y 
NY ae | tf 
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Dear Tom: 

There are innumerable phrases which 
can be used to describe the ol’ wall-crawler. 
There is also an extremely large array of ad- 
jectives with which to refer to this magazine, 
the AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, but there are 
a couple which stand brighter than others. 
You see, the AMAZING SPIDER-MAN con- 
tains the very identifiable element of the 
student facing all the problems posed by 
modern society. In these pages, Peter 
Parker is faced with the loss of loved ones, 
the problems of inflation, school, and peer 
pressure. Peter Parker is a most realistic 
young man. | guess that’s why the AMAZ- 
ING SPIDER-MAN is really as popular as it 
is. 

So much for the day’s philosophical les- 
son...now on to the specifics about ASM 
#229. 

Stupendous! I’ve wondered how long it 
would take for some enterprising souls to 
bring back the Juggernaut. And the story 
had some excellent moments of humor 
(walking through a wall is undoubtedly one 
of the most...uh...efficient ways of getting rid 
of a pest). 

You can probably guess where | expect to 
see the unstoppable big guy next! 

Daryl C. Collison 
4602 Simcoe Street 
Niagra Falls, Ontario 
Canada L2E 1V3 


Uh...no, Daryl. Where? 


Dear Tom: 

Once | saw the cover of AMAZING 
SPIDER-MAN #229, | knew | had to buy it. 
And, to be sure, “Nothing Can Stop the 
Juggernaut!” was superb. Still, the thought 
kept coming back to me: “Hasn’t Spider- 
Man fought the Juggernaut before?” | 
checked through my old back issues...no! 
But, as I was looking through AMAZING 
SPIDER-MAN #37, something on the let- 
ters page caught my eye. Yes, there it 
was...a Suggestion from one Bill Dargen of 
Manhattan Beach, California, to set the 
Juggernaut against Spider-Man! So, after 
one hundred and ninety-two issues, Bill fi- 
nally got his wish! 

Just a bit of information | thought might in- 
terest you. Again, my congratulations to all 
of you involved with AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN #229. | loved it. 

Todd Wilson 
1401 Forest Hills Park 
Lenoir, NC 28645 


Never let it be said that Marvel doesn’t 
follow the readers’ advice, Todd! Sure, it 
may take a decade-and-a-half, but it’s the 
thought that counts, right? 

(Gee, | hope Bill didn’t miss the issue!) 


Dear Tom, 

“Roger Stern? Oh yeah, isn’t he the guy 
that did the scripts for John Byrne’s CAP- 
TAIN AMERICA?” 

While such a comment has yet to be 
heard by these ears, it does seem represen- 
tative of the situation in which the artist tends 
to garner most of the praise on a stand-out 
magazine. This is probably only proper ina 


visual medium like comics — and certainly, 
while one can list “great” artists with ease, 
there are fewer “great” writers who come to 
mind. 

But if Roger Stern keeps up his current 
work level and continues to improve, he'll be 
in danger of going from being a soiid, if 
somewhat obscure Marvel scripter, to a writ- 
er of considerable acclaim in the comics 
world. His current work on DOCTOR 
STRANGE is gathering fine praise, and his 
first two issues of GHOST RIDER show 
great promise. 

And then there’s the issue at hand: 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #229. The cover 
declares, “Nothing Can Stop the Jugger- 
naut!” Oh yeah. Ho-hum. Another slugfest 
between Spider-Man and a goon who's 
seen better days. But no, Roger shows us 
that nothing really does stop the Jugger- 
naut! And he builds into the story all sorts of 
elements that have been seen all too in- 
frequently in this comic...such as Spider- 
Man’s true determination in the face of great 
personal danger. It may sound trite, but 
Roger made us fee! it! (Hey, Spidey’s over- 
matched here — he could get killed!) Add to 
that the bizarre pathos of Madame Web, the 
breakneck pace of the tale, and the fine art 
of John Romita Jr. and you have an utterly 
enjoyable issue. Now the crucial test: Can 
he cap off the tale next issue? 

T.M. Maple 
(No address given) 
Toronto, Ontario 


Dear Tom: 

Congratulations on your amazing 
dovetailing of the adventures of everyone’s 
favorite Web-head. All the plotlines are 
meshing nicely. | have always enjoyed his 
adventures, but had trouble figuring out 
what was happening when. Thank you for 
clearing things up. 

In AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #229, | gota 
good chuckle out of seeing a Spider-foe pull 
a “funny” on the hero. I’m referring to 
Juggernaut’s comment about Spider-Man 
wanting to stick with him, as Juggy blithely 
walked through the side of the building. 

One question: Madame Web’s apartment 
was supposedly on the top floor of her build- 
ing. Yet, when Juggernaut comes to her 
door on page 19, there was a full-fledged 
staircase continuing upwards. What gives? 

Barry Pidcork 
521 Business Highway 190, #82 
Harker Heights, TX 76541 


No big mystery, Barry! The stairs con- 
tinued on up to the roof! 


Dear Tom: 
| thoroughly enjoyed AMAZING SPIDER- 
MAN #229. The dream sequence was very 
nice, especially the way in which S-M’s 
spider-emblems were represented as real 
spiders. | was also glad to see Madame Web 
again. I'll be deeply disappointed if she dies. 
| wasn’t all that happy to see the Jugger- 
naut. While he is powerful and has back- 
ground in the X-MEN and DOCTOR 
STRANGE (two of my favorite comics, after 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN), his early appear- 
ances have left me frustrated, because he 
really was unstoppable. | want to see him 
get trashed, and | don’t think Spider-Man 
has much of a chance of doing the trashing. 
It was good to see Betty Leeds again, and 
to hear that she and Ned are working things 
out. Too often, the marriages in comics are 
depicted too simply. It’s difficult for people to 
live together on a day-to-day basis without 
some problems. And the answer is not al- 
ways divorce. 
| just hope that Peter can eventually make 
some sense of his love life. 
J. Kenneth Riviere 
932 Austin Avenue NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 


Did you reserve your copy of this 
year’s AMAZING SPIDER-MAN AN- 
NUAL? You didn’t?!? Tsk-tsk! Haven’t 
you heard that it tells the origin of Mar- 
vel’s newest super-star? Didn’t you 
know that it guest-stars the mighty Aven- 
gers and that ever-lovin’, blue-eyed 
Thing? And surely | told you that the 
creative team behind this extravaganza 
was Roger Stern, John Romita Jr., and 
John Romita Sr.! Didn’t 1?! 

Hey, look — don’t panic yet! There may 
still be time to get a copy of AMAZING 
SPIDER-MAN ANNUAL #16! But don’t 
delay, ya hear? 

And while you’re at it, don’t forget to 
set aside a few shekels for AMAZING 
SPIDER-MAN #235! Okay? Okay! 

Tom DeFalco 


